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ing diplomatic difficulties. Despite threats from abroad
and misgivings at home, I resolutely insisted upon the pass-
age of the measure. In my stand in this matter I enjoyed
the Emperor's unqualified support. His Majesty paid no
heed to the pretensions of Foreign Minister Giers and
ordered Shuvalov to be informed that the Throne had com-
plete confidence in me and extended entire approval to rny
actions. Before the Imperial Council I argued that the act
was merely an emergency one, intended more for persua-
sive effect than for retaliatory execution. I pointed out that
Germany, seeing two could play at her game, would im-
mediately realize the futility of her unfair tactics and as-
sume a reasonable attitude. Thanks to the logical sound-
ness of my position and to the Emperor's powerful support,
the measure went through the Imperial Council without
delay.
We were now able to say to Germany: "Unless you agree
at once to charge us the minimum rates, we will subject to
the new maximum tariffs all German goods imported into
Russia. If you consent to place us thus on the same level with
other nations, we shall then be glad to negotiate a com-
mercial treaty with you on a just basis of take and give."
Such was, in fact, the proposition we laid before them.
Our Teutonic neighbours, thinking, it seems, that I would
not dare to carry out my program, brazenly pursued their
original methods. Without the least hesitation I cut short
the commercial pourparlers and ordered the immediate im-
position of the maximum duties on German goods. Our
adversaries swiftly retorted by raising the maximum rates
already in effect against Russian products. We straight-
way went them one better. And so we found ourselves en-
gaged in an extremely bitter tariff war, I had no doubt
whatever that we would emerge the victors in this bloodless
strife, since in such a struggle a country like Russia, little
advanced in manufacturing, could endure much more than